May 7, 2003 BZA

REQUEST ANALYSIS
AND
RECOMMENDATION
03AN0258

Commonwealth Sign Co.
(Kevin Booker and Kelly Rice)

Dale Magisterial District
6447 Iron Bridge Road

REQUEST: A 44.32 square foot Variance to the 105 square foot sign area limitation for building-
mounted signs.

RECOMMENDATION

Recommend denial of this Variance for the following reasons:

A. As required by the Zoning Ordinance, there are no conditions upon which this
request are based that are unique to the property and are not applicable generally to
other properties in the area.

B. There are no conditions on this property that a particular hardship would result to the
owner if the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance were adhered to relative to
signage.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Location;

Property is known as 6447 Iron Bridge Road. Tax ID 775-680-2586 (Sheet 17).

Existing Zoning:

C-3

Providing a FIRST CHOICE Community Through Excellence in Public Service.



Size:
903 acre

Existing Land Use:

Commercial

Adjacent Zoning and Land Use:

North - R-7 and C-3; Commercial and vacant
South - C-3; Commercial and vacant
East - C-3; Commercial
West - R-7 and C-3; Commercial and vacant
Utilities:
Public water and sewer
Transportation:
This request will have no impact on the existing road network.

General Plan:

(Central Area Land Use and Transportation Plan) Community mixed use

DISCUSSION

The applicant is proposing to reface the existing building-mounted sign for Advance Auto Parts.
The existing building has eighty-four (84) lineal feet facing Iron Bridge Road. The Zoning
Ordinance allows 1.25 square feet for each one (1) lineal foot of building frontage, therefore the
applicant is allowed 105 square feet of sign area. The applicant has proposed two (2) signs of 74.66
square feet each for two (2) sides of the building for a total of 149.33 square feet. Therefore, the
applicant is requesting a 44.32 square foot Variance.

The applicant provides the following information in support of this request:

Advance Auto Parts is updating its corporate image. Typically a red background with
parapet extension is what the sign is mounted on. Chesterfield County considers this area
(red) background to be signage. Therefore, Advance has been willing to reduce the red
background to a bare minimum that still achieves corporate identity. Architectural
compatibility requirements and sign area limitations would prohibit Advance from having
any red background on the building. Please note that this is the only Advance store in
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Chesterfield County with a corner entrance. Advance desires signage oriented toward Route
10 as well as the Iron Gate Village.

Staff notes that the subject property lies within the Central Area Land Use and Transportation Plan.
This Plan suggests the property is appropriate for community mixed use.

Staff visited the subject property and observed an existing Advance Auto Parts store with signage.

Staff has reviewed the attached plans and application. Staff finds there are no extraordinary
circumstances or conditions that apply to the subject property which do not apply generally to other
properties in the immediate area that would justify a 44.32 square foot Variance to the 105 square
foot sign area limitation. Therefore, staff cannot support this request.
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